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REMARKS 

Claims 3-4 are pending in this application. By this Supplemental Amendment, claim 
3 is amended. 

The courtesies extended to Applicants' representative by Examiners Tugbang and 
Nguyen by the interview held November 1 9, 2003 are appreciated. The reasons presented at 
the interview as warranting favorable action are incorporated into the remarks below and 
constitute the record of the interview. 
I. The Claims Define Patentable Subject Matter 

The Office Action rejects claims 3 and 4 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 4,226,018 to Nakanishi et al. This rejection is respectfully traversed. 
/ The applied art does not disclose an inter-row cutting section provided to be a position 

^ between adjacent ones of the rows that are to be separated and an intra-row cutting section 

provided to be a position between adjacent ones of the head- to-be sections in each of the rows 
\y that are to be separated, as claimed in claim 3. 

Instead, Nakanishi discloses that the electrodes 5 and conductor 6 remain in the core 
block la, as shown in Figure 2, when the materials are separated. As such, the electrode is 
not formed in the inter-row cutting section as claimed in the claimed invention. In contrast, 
electrodes 5 of Nakanishi are formed away from the planes A- A (inter-row cutting section). 

Accordingly, the applied art does not disclose inter-row cutting sections provided to 
be a position between adjacent ones of the rows that are to be separated. Further, the applied 
art does not disclose intra-row cutting section provided to be a position between adjacent ones 
of the head-to-be sections in each of the rows that are to be separated and forming the 
electrode in the inter-row cutting section . 

Accordingly, withdrawal of the rejection of claims 3-4 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as 
anticipated by Nakanishi is respectfully requested. 
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II. Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that this application is in 
condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration and prompt allowance are earnestly 
solicited. 

Should the Examiner believe that anything further would be desirable in order to place 
this application in even better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 
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